Draft Minutes
Region IV Council

Regular Meeting

February 19, 2014

Church of Saint Clement

Present:

· Christ Church: Cindi Bartol, Kris Vajs

· Church of Saint Clement: Rev. John Hortum, Annette Foster 

· Church of the Resurrection: Rev. Jo Belser, Betsy Faga

· Emmanuel Church: Rev. Chuck McCoart, Vonda Delawie, Barbie Frank 

· Grace Church: Rev. Leslie Steffensen, June Huber 

· Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill (ICOH): Rev. Randolph Alexander, Rev. David Crosby, Stephanie Reponen

· Meade Memorial Church: Not present
· St. Paul’s Church: Not present
Meeting began at 7:35 with a provided opening prayer read together.  June Huber (Grace), acting President of the Region IV meeting, called the meeting to order, requested all attendees sign the attendance roster, announced there are meeting agendas on the table, and announced Annette Foster (St Clement) is taking meeting notes.   

Approval of Minutes:
Minutes of the November 20, 2013 meeting, taken by June Huber (Grace), were reviewed.  With the inclusion of correction on who gave the closing prayer the amended minutes were voted on and unanimously approved.

Treasure’s Report: 

Barbie Frank (Emmanuel) presented the Region IV of the Diocese of Virginia Financial Report dated 2/20/2014.  The Report was voted on and unanimously approved.
Old Business: 

Rev. Jo Belser (Resurrection) presented the 2014 Region IV Lenten Series update.  The new minister at has confirmed Lutheran Good Sheppard congregation will join in the Lenten Series.  Jo asked for each Region IV church to help with Lenten Series advertising. Goal is to have more people than space! She will email another copy of the Lenten Series flyer (done 2/21/14). 
Rev. Jo Belser (Resurrection) presented update on Easter Vigil at The Falls Church. Twelve Episcopal congregations have signed up so far. Let Jo priest@welcometoresurrection.org know if your congregation would like to participate. 

Barbie Frank (Emmanuel) presented the Proposed Region IV 2014 Budget along with VOICE-where do we go from here? Barbie pointed out that no outreach monies were dispersed during 2013.  Proposal was made and accepted to form an Outreach Budget Focus Group headed by Cindi Bartol (Christ).  Discussion ensued on the $3,000.00 “Exploration” VOICE Membership renewal (( Rev. Joe Belser (Resurrection) will email a flyer with information about VOICE’s Congregational Development training at VTS on 3/22 and 3/23 (done 2/21/14)), why it should be considered by the Outreach Budget Focus Group, and why it should be left as a place holder on the Proposed Region IV 2014 Budget. Voting took place and was unanimously approved for:

1. Establishment of Outreach Budget Focus Group chaired by Cindi Bartol 

a. Focus Group will be composed of members from each church within Region IV.  Provide your church representative to Cindi at cindibartol@comcast.net. Vonda Delawie (Emmanuel) volunteered at meeting. 

b. Focus Group is charged by next meeting, May 21, with coming up with a proposed 2014 Region IV outreach budget. 

c. Goal is to have a Region IV Council approved 2014 outreach budget by Nov 2014.  

2. A $2,600.00 catching up (2013 and 2014) donation to the Saint Clement winter shelter ministry.

3. Proposed Region IV 2014 Budget with amendment of $2,600.00 for Saint Clement.
New Business:

June Huber (Grace) led discussion for Youth Delegates to the 220th Annual Council of the Diocese of Virginia. Region IV Congregations need to submit, with their Vestry approval, a Youth Delegate by 1 April.  Delegate must be 16 years old and confirmed. Region IV will submit a nominee to Mayo House 15 April. June will talk with Beth Wiggers (Resurrection), Region IV President, to get Diocese nomination information.  
Rev. Leslie Steffensen (Grace) and June Huber (Grace) spoke about Stephen Ministry opportunity. Grace Church is the only Region IV congregation who has this program. This ministry is a national Christian program which offers pastoral care by congregation members. June relayed her personal experience with Stephen Ministry.   The training is expensive (i.e. $2,500.00 for each congregation top mentor). June recommended exploring the possibility of Region IV getting a joint corporate membership.   One top mentor for all Region IV congregations would get the training and provide each congregation with training. The Stephen Ministries web site is: http://www.stephenministries.org/.  
Reports:

Rev. John Hortum (Saint Clement) presented the Dean’s Report. Rev. Hortum introduced and welcomed Rev. Chuck McCoart (Emmanuel) and Rev. Randy Alexander (ICOH) as the newest Reverends in Region IV. There has not been a Deans meeting lately but Rev. Hortum will report back to Region IV Council after the next meeting.  Rev. Hortum requested prayers for Rev. Robert Malm (Grace) who sustained a bad fall two weeks ago.  Rev. Leslie Steffensen (Grace) announced Rev. Malm is recovering well. Rev. Hortum asked that Grace Church let him know if they required assistance during Rev. Malm’s recovery. Rev. Hortum requested prayers for Rev Rosemary Sullivan’s sister, Joan, who is living at Goodwin House. Rev. Hortum presented a joint proposal he and Rev. Rosemary Sullivan wrote that is now being considered by the Executive Board to the 219th Annual Council of the Diocese of Virginia.  The proposal brings awareness to the Episcopal real estate holdings in northern Alexandria and may lead to reorganization of congregation boundaries. There are many congregations in a small area and there are two Regions, III and IV, in Alexandria City proper. Rev. Hortum announced beginning March 8th Saint Clement will offer a 5PM Saturday Eucharist.  Rev. Hortum thanked the Region IV Council for the $2,600.00 donation toward the Saint Clement winter shelter. 
Karen Grain (St Paul’s) was not present to give the Executive Committee Report.

News from Around the Region:

Christ Church: 

· Christ Church on-the-Go will be visiting epiphany, Oak Hill on Sunday, 02-23 to share community and show support for their growing congregation and new priest-in-charge, the Rev. Hillary West.

· We are beginning a Capital Campaign to raise $1.8 million dollars to replace and out of date and broken heating, ventilating, and air conditioning system for the church and parish hall.

· Joining the rest of you on Shrove Tuesday by having the traditional pancake supper!

· Mission Sunday we will focus primarily on our relationships with South Sudan, Honduras, Mengo Hospital in Uganda and the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem.

· Lenten Quiet Day on Saturday, 03-22 from 9:30am to 3:00pm with Kathy Brown as the leader Cost is $35.00 which includes lunch. For information, contact Phil Lyons - philiplyons@aol.com
· There will be a special Ash Wednesday service for children @5:00, 03-05 in addition to the other usual services.

Saint Paul’s:

· During the past several weeks, St. Paul’s has hosted lectures from speakers from far and wide on a number of diverse subjects. We entertained Bishop Carolynn Tanner Irish, retired Bishop of Utah, and the fourth woman to become an Ordained Bishop. Bishop Irish gave us new insights into a life of diverse religious belief. She is from a Mormon family and she spoke of her family and the formation of her particular theological view point.  

· We were had the pleasure of having Canon John Peterson with us. Canon Peterson is currently President of the Compass Rose Society and he presented the St. Paul’s community an explanation of the Society’s workings and its goals.  St Paul’s became a member of the Compass Rose Society last fall. 

· On February 5th we hosted the renowned local architect Tom Kerns, who is currently rebuilding the cathedral in Haiti and was also responsible for the renovation of our plant a few years ago. Tom was able to show us the devastation and progress on this project. 

· We recently hosted the directors of admission for the three boarding schools of CSDV who provided materials and answered questions about the schools for interested parents and students.

· Two weeks ago we held our annual fund raiser and Silent Auction for youth mission.

· The last weekend of January, our youth went to Shrine Mont for a mid-winter break.

Saint Clement: 

· [Region IV Council] thank you so very much for the generous catching up donation to the [Saint Clement] shelter ministry.  Your help enables us to continue that vital service with our shelter guests.  We are able to provide the extra heating, cleaning and supplies that amount to over $11,000 each winter.  The support from our region and parishes and individuals beyond our parish family help us to meet that goal.  Thank you.  Thank you.  Thank you. Peace, [Rev.] John Hortum and Saint Clement Parishioners.

· The Saint Clement School Annual Silent Auction will be held in Marshall-Rutter Hall on March 29.
· Come join us in celebrating Mardi Gras by having breakfast for dinner at the Church of Saint Clement Pancake Supper. 

When:  6 – 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 4, 2014

Where: Marshall-Rutter Hall Church of Saint Clement 1701 N. Quaker Lane Alexandria VA  22302

Cost: Individual (10 years and up): $5, Individual (under 10): $3.00, Family: $15 All are welcome!

Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill:
· Hopefully everyone stopping in at Virginia Theological Seminary or driving up and down Seminary Road has seen the new Immanuel Chapel emerging from the ground. Both Immanuel and VTS are very excited about the progress. The clergy of Immanuel (Randy Alexander, Rector; and David Crosby, Associate) along with a parishioner, Doug John, are part of the committee considering different monthly offerings as part of a year of Dedicatory Events celebrating the new Immanuel-on-the-Hill at VTS. One specific event is to invite the Music Ministers and choirs of the Region IV parishes participate in a special Handel's Messiah Sing-a-Long sometime in December 2015. Please share this idea with your music ministry folks in your parishes. Doug John and David Crosby+ will be making direct appeals to each church sometime soon to gain your commitment to join us. Thank you. Peace & Cheers, David+  Rev. David M. Crosby
· Looking at a Churches Involved in Global Mission handout that Buck Blanchard provided clergy at FRESH START today, I began to wonder if and how we might consider Virginia Theological Seminary and St. Stephens/St. Agnes as part of Region IV. They're in Alexandria and might be considered as part of 'us.' have we considered them join with us in our work in Region IV? I'm just sayin'. Peace & Cheers, David+ Rev. David M. Crosby

Resurrection:
· Church of the Resurrection announced initial plans for a year-long celebration of its 50th anniversary beginning with a service of Holy Eucharist and dinner on March 22, the actual date of our 50th anniversary. Other special services and an anniversary homecoming will be held throughout the year involving former clergy and seminarians. A series of events will place emphasis on our mission of outreach -- packing 10,000 dry meals for Stop Hunger Now wrapped within a Sunday service, $50 for 50 non-profit organizations, 50 items for ALIVE food distribution for 12 months, and a reception and silent/live auction with proceeds going to outreach.
· June 29 is the date for our Stop Hunger Now youth service event.
Grace:

· Our Rector, Bob Malm, fell down the stairs in his home on Monday, February 10, and damaged two cervical vertebrae. After a long surgery the damage was repaired and he is recovering well, although the recovery period will last for quite some time. Please keep him and his family in your prayers.

· We are searching for a new full-time Director of Music beginning in July 2014. For more information, go to: http://gracealexandria.thediocese.net/news/newsView.asp?NewsId=409685835. 

· We have created a page called “Free Marketplace” on our church website. The purpose of this page is to enable Grace Church parishioners and their friends to benefit from each other's generosity in terms of time, talent and treasures, as well as to reduce waste and save precious resources. People can post things and services that they offer, as well as things and services that they need. The principal rule is that everything is free. Go to: http://gracealexandria.thediocese.net/Marketplace/. 

· We will offer an Evensong program, with Holy Communion to follow, on Sunday, March 2, at 5:00 pm.
· Our Lenten Supper Series will begin on Monday, March 10. The theme will be “Discerning Mission.”
· On Friday, April 4, Grace Episcopal School will hold its annual “Taste of Grace & Talent Show” at 6pm.
· Come prepare for Holy Week as Bishop Ted Gulick leads us through a day of retreat, prayer, and contemplation of the cross of Jesus Christ. The quiet day will take place here at Grace on April 12 from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm and is free to all Grace parishioners and friends. A simple lunch and a light breakfast will be provided. Please help us prepare by signing up at http://bit.ly/graceretreat or calling the church office. If you’re interested in child care during the retreat, please contact Mother Elizabeth Locher at family.ministries@gracealex.org about possible arrangements.
Emmanuel:
· Emmanuel Episcopal Church (EEC) had a newcomer luncheon in February when we welcomed the approximately 75 new members we have met from September 2013 to January 2014 and over 60 attended the luncheon reception, with 43 new families joining EEC.

· One of our new members is Rev. Joani Peacock whom we welcome with open arms. Not surprisingly, Joani has already begun to contribute her many talents - alongside Rev Rosemari Sullivan who continues to be a Godsend.

· We plan to celebrate a Celtic Eucharist on Sunday, March 2nd with a Sunday School focus for children and adults in all things Celtic!

· We’re getting ready for Lent and plan to attend the Region IV Lenten "Final Things” series - as well as two series we’re planning at EEC, one on Sunday mornings, The Way of the Cross; the other an Inquiry Gathering on Sunday afternoons for those wishing to be baptized at the Great Easter Vigil.

· We have a newly formed Adult Spiritual Faith Formation group up and running with a ton of great ideas for the future. The Easter season will find us singing the Christian Story using the 1982 Hymnal as our inspiration.

· We recently blessed a room dedicated for Youth Ministry - showing our firm commitment to the youth of EEC. 

· Our Bag Lunch Program continues to feeds 300 individuals each month.

· We have a newly formed Seminarian Lay Committee for VTS seminarian Alex Allain. We have just accepted a second seminarian for the Fall of 2014 and this new seminarian will overlap Alex’s time with us. We’re forming a second Seminarian Lay Committee now in preparation for the new Fall seminarian’s arrival.

· We’re getting ready for our annual retreat at Shrine Mont in early May.

· We have approved our budget for next year.

· Our Preschool is already full for the academic year 2014-2015.

· God is doing great things at EEC.
June Huber (Grace) announced Delegates should email meeting secretary Annette Foster annettefoster@hotmail.com “News from Around the Region”.  Motion and vote to adjourn meeting was unanimously approved at 9PM. Closing prayer was led by Rev. Randy Alexander (ICOH).  

The next Region IV Council meeting: 7:30PM Wednesday, May 21, 2014.  Secretary:  Emmanuel Church.
